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eg "The Arnold Cars" With the end of the F line, the 

silat > last stronghold of the narrow 

te steel cars, the cars designed by B. J. Arnold will 
. The | go into retirement. Once the C and F lines saw i 
and only these cars (numbers 1-43) which were built by- 

time. Holman and Union Iron Works. - They were also used, 

>stern as shown on the above picture, on the M line before 


ong ee the war in shuttle service between St Francis Circle and the 
ace has Souter end of the line, Car 43 is shown here at St Francis 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 





As you may guess this issue is written with an eye to tl 
Northern California Railroad Club's “Farewell to the F Line" 
excursion, January 14th over the Municipal Railway. We have 
been advised, just as the copy was going to the printer, that 
the “Arnold Cars", numbers 1-43, may still see service in the 
future due to the National Emergency, hereinafter to be calle 
"The Thing". Some 15 cars will be retained at Geary car- 
barn for rush-hour service on the C line while the rest will 
be placed in dead storage at Sutro carbarn,. The gas busses}... . 
on Sutter Street to be replaced by trolley busses will be mov 
to Third Street and the ex-Market Street busses will be store 
also, 


nay ee 


Excursions seem to be going ahead dispite "The Thing" 
and the Joint Railfan Committee is scheduled for an early 
January meeting. Northern Cal., Cal-Nevada, Bay Area and 
R&LIIS all are planning trips and so far have not run into 
any difficulties. The shops and yards are reported closed 
to photography, but trips as such seem to be o.k. so far, 





Pacific Coast Chapter of 
The Railway and Locomotive Historical Society, Inc. 





offers 


Album of Western Locomotives 


by Guy Dunscomb 










The 56 page book is staple bound with heavy paper cover. The pages 
measure 10"x6". Photos of the 41 different Western railroads represented 
in the album were taken by the West's leading rail photographers, many 
q of whom belong to our society. 











Profits from sales go to the Equipment Restoration Fund 
Postpaid ..-.- $2.00 


nia residents add six cents sales tax) 












—- Send orders to 


Fred A. Stindt, Chairman, 1414 Aberdeen Drive, San Mateo, California 
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The Standard Cars 





Work horses of the system are 
the Munits "all-stcel" cars. 
All such cars are now equipped with lifeguards and 
some have air-opcrated doors in the-rear. With 
the retirement of the "Arnold" cars, the system 


will have only these and the PCC's. 


Muni Railway Stil inRed 


Despite Improvement Program 


Most of 20-Million-Dollar Fund 
Okehed by Voters. Already Spent 


By next spring, the Municipal Railway will have spent all but a 
million of the 20 million dollars made available by the voters four years 
ago to rehabilitate the system. How wisely, and how well? Has the 
investment thus far paid dividends, and how? The answers, in the 
form of a progress report to those who voted the bonds and who ride 


Muni vehicles, were compileti by 
The San Francisco News from @ 
variety of records in city and rail- 
way offices. 

Muni is still operating in the red. 
Patronage is declining, and opti- 
mistic talk about reaching a break- 
even point next year is heard less 
frequently than ever at the City 
Hall. And the railway still has its 
critics, from individual patrons 
with individual gripes to organized 
groups protesting changes in 
schedules or routes. 

How that remaining million will 
be spent—for purchase of stream- 
lined streetcars, as patrons were 
promised when they voted the 
bonds, or for converting the Geary 
and Church-sts lines from street- 
car to trackless trolley operations— 
is still officially a moot question. 
IMPORTANT TO FUTURE 


When and if a subway system may 
be added to the railway’s operating 
assets is ¢ larger question, related 
to the first but vastly more im- 
portant to the future of both San 
Francisco and its privately-owned 
transit system. 
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Yet citizens examining operating, 
financial, safety and employment 
records in the railway’s Geary-st 
headquarters would find consider- 
able evidence to support manage- 
ment’s claims the money spent thus 
far was investéd both wisely and 
well. 

Operational changes illustrate 
significantly what’s happened to 
alter the character of Muni service, 
with emphasis on refashioning the 
backbone of the system from two- 
man streetcar to one-man trackless 
trolley and bus operation. 

In 1947, when the bonds were 
voted, Muni rolling stock consisted 
of 509 electric stgeetcars, many of 
them outdated or wornout, 38 cable 
cars, 272 gasciine buses and 34 
trolley coaches. Now the compar- 
able figures are 495 gasoline buses 
(349 of which are considered “new”), 
298 trolley coaches (280 of them 
“new”), 227 streetcars and 27 cable 


cars. 

Streetcar trackage has been 
Teduced from 247 miles to 64, ex- 
clusive of roughly seven miles of 





@ Page Three 


cable car tracks. With the Depart- 
ment of Public Works, the railway 
has co-operated in removing 126 
single-track miles of streetcar lines 
and rehabilitating the affected 
street surfaces, and will participate 
in removing 90 more miles. 

While the total round-trip routes 
traversed by Muni vehicles is about 
the same now (491.8 miles) as it 
was four years ago (492.21 miles), 
managemeit calculates the rail- 
Way increased its mileage actually 
operated 5.9 per cent in the same 
period, from 29 to 31 million miles 
annually, although total passervers 
carried decreased 25.8 per cent. 
MANAGEMENT CLAIMS 

Systemwide, management clx ims 
headways on lines that have becn 
converted from streetcar to bus or 
trackless trolley operation hate 
been shortened about 50 per cent 
and seating capacity during peak 
hours hag been increased about 75 
percent. 

Muni paid out $1,201,000 for ac- 
cident claims in 1949-50, but half 
of them were part of a backlog 
remaining from wartime operation 
of poor equipment by utrained 
personnel. Better equipment, and 
a@ new training program for oper- 
ators, get credit for the improve- 
ment. 

Management also points proudly 
to the employment of Co’. Marmion 
D. Mills, one of the nation's out- 
Standing transit experts, as a 
$20,000-a-year consultant, as well 
as a schedule expert, to effect 
operational savings and service im- 
provements in the past fiscal year. 
These changes included time-sav- 
ing turnback loops for trolley 
coaches and major revision of the 
transfer system, as well as numerous 
Toute changes and consolidations. 





Market Cars The Muni repainted and renumbered some of the / 
Market Street Railway cars including 411 (top) 
renumbered from 111; 916 (center) which was among the last 
used, and 1553 (bottom) which was one of the last of the Mar/ 
ket's 1500's, Atl Market cars except work equipment are nov) 
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“The P.C.C.*s" 





door placement. 


not even considered PCCs in transit circles, 
new 25-30 cars under consideration are said to be 
standard PCCs including center placement of the doors---even 
though the San Diego cars were turned 


OTHER IMPROVEMENTS 

Other improvements manage- 
ment says the public got for its 
trolley-rehabilitation money: Uni- 
form green-and-cream paint jobs 
for all Muni vehicles; cleaner 
vehicles; express bus service to 
outlying districts, with more in 
the offing as conversions continue; 
skip-stop service to improve the 
Speed of streetcars remaining on 
Market-st; vast impovement of 
streets from which tracks have 
been or will be removed; clean, 
modern yards and garages for 
storage of coaches; and a transit 
plant with total current value, 
based on historical cost, of $41,186,- 
513.78. 

Of the 20 million dollars voted for 
rehabilitation, Muni has allocated 
rougly 11 million dollars, to equip- 
ment, including seven million dol- 
lars for trolley coaches and most 
of the remainder for gasoline buses; 
$3,500,000 for car houses; about 


three million dollars for trolley 
coach overhead equipment and a 
million on track removal and re- 
construction. 

Railway records show an income 
of $918,000 from surplus Muni or 
old Market Street Railway Jand sold 
or to be sold, plus $370,000 from 
sale of scrap and salvaged material, 
such as old track and steel. 

There have been many route and 
service changes inaugurated as the 
rehabilitation program developed, 
most recent of which was the Public 
Utilities Commission decision to 
curtail drastically off-peak street- 
car service west of Twin Peaks. 

But the big basic departure from 
original plans—failure to devote 
part of the 20 million dollars to 
gpurch of 55 str d street- 
cars—is the one “broken promise” 
discussed most often by voters who 
authorised..expenditure of the 





money. 


In reply; management says this 
was eliminated on sug- 
geftion of Charles DeLeuw, to whom 
the city paid $200,000 as a planning 
consultant, that trolley and gasoline 
buses be used instead of the 
streamliners on Mission-st. A con- 
tributing factor was discovery, when 
bids were invited, that the cost 
fad risen from an expected $27,000 
per streetcar to $38,000. * 

Col. Mills, in discussing ultimate 
use of the million dollars remain- 
ing from the bond funds, suggested 
recently it could be used for 
purchase of 25 or more streamliners 
if not for converting the Geary and 
Church-sts lines to trolley buses. 

But in light of the record, and 
with prospects bright for revival 
of proposals for a subway using a 
lifferent type of car, once interna- 
donal developments permit, the 
City Hall is guessing that final 
million still won’t go for stream- 
lined. streetcars. 
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While none of the Muni's stream- 
lined cars are real PCCs, the last 
ten are standard PCC construction save for the rear 
The earlier five cars (top) are 


The 


down for that reason, 














LOCOMOTIVE NOTES McCloud River Railroad #14 went through Fn 
Roseville 12/11/50 enroute to Kaiser, Bay 
California, presumably for scrapping. Purdy Company has 

scrapped U.S. Maritime Commission 5 and 6 from Richmond--- Feo 
the 5 was ex-Nevada Consolidated Copper 338 (0-4-0T) and the 

6 was ex-Shell Oil Co, #4 from Wilmington, West End Chem- § . 
ical Co's 0-4-0T formerly at Trona, California, is now at . On 
Knott's Berry Farm near Los Angeles for preservation, West /[ 
Side Lumber Company #5, narrow gauge 2-truck shay, has been | 














scrapped. Western Pacific mallets 401-407 were working on “ 
the Union Pacific between Ogden and Green River, but are 
said to have been returned, The Valley & Siletz has order- [ The 
ed two Baldwin diesels, The Long Bell plant at Vaughn, Ore- j buy 20 
gon, is considering disposing of its ex-Shaw Bertram shay in | street 
favor of S.P. switching. 5 Li 
Ee 
DOLBEER & CARSON SOLD TO TPL The Dolbeer & Carson Lumber routes 
Company which has operated the | "Thi 
line of the old Bucksport & Elk River for many years has been — 
acquired by the Pacific Lumber Company. The D&C has two rod [sevice 
engines and a heisler on the line, No changes in operation oo age 
are planned at present, - Stan Borden, Wilbur C, Whittaker sultant 
RAILROAD CALENDAR’ The annual Railroadian calendar this year Bi. 
features the Mt Gretna Narrow Gauge. As Comm 
usual it features the very fine art work of Capt. Shaw togeth- at thi 
er with material from Clem Fisher and G. M. Best. They may “4 
be secured @50¢ from Paul Darrell, 1500 Chanslor, Richmond, saving 
California, Be 


ts tinue 


the er 


set-up together with some cars at the station 
as a historical display. Engine 5 is enroute to Portola for 
storage pending sale. Remains of 26 are at Reno presumably | 
to be scrapped. The RPO car is now at Portola as is Beebe's 
"Gold Coast", -- Norman Holmes 







V&T ROUNDUP Engine 27 is still at Carson City and will be i a, 





FLOOD ODDITIES’ The recent California heavy dew created some 

operating changes that are worth noting. The 
San Joaquin River put both the SP and WP out of service between) 
Tracy and Lathrop and the San Joaquin Daylight was routed down 
the West Side and the Sacramento Daylight cancelled, The WP's | 
California Zephyr was routed via S.P, between Sacramento and | 
Oakland. Later a slide on the WP in the Feather River Canyon} 
caused at least one Zephyr to be routed down the Reno Branch | 








thense via Southern Pacific all the way to Oakland, 


WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES’ The WP operated an inspection special 
termed "Operation Biue Chip" for the 
representitatives of the bonding houses who were to bid on the 
WP's refinancing issue. It covered the main line and the 
Northern California Extension, WP Mileposts relates that one 
passenger boarded the train at Westwood as being “the first 
WP passenger to board a train at that point” forgetting that 
the Paul Bunyan Special has operated out of Westwood for many 
years, -- WP is repainting its work equipment a new "visibil- 
ity” yellow, - A train of flat cars was used in rescue work 
near Marysville when the Yuba River broke a levy forcing some 
6900 persons to be evacuated, -- W.P. Mileposts 
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Muni 


unl Reveals 
Economy Plan 
Qn Tunnel Lines 


Buses to Run Nights 
From West Portal 


‘The Public Utilities Com- 
mission decided yesterday to 
buy 20 to 30 new streamlined 
streetcars for the “K” and 
‘L” lines but to substitute 
cuses for streetcars the full 
length of the “K,” “L” and “N” 
routes nights and Sundays be- 
ginning in January. 

This compromise plan for final 
settlement of the long dispute over 
readjustment of Municipal Railway 
service west of Twin Peaks was 
proposed by Colonel Marmion D. 
Mills, the commission's transit con- 
sultant, and adopted by the com- 
reissioners without dissent. 


The major change, announced 
yesterday by the Public Utilities 
Commission, willbe a bus terminal 
at the west portal of the Twin 
Peaks Tunnel. Util. Mgr. James 
H. Turner estimates the overall 
savings on the K, L, M, and N lines 
will be $200,000 a year. 

The K, L and M lines will con- 
tinue to use streetcars for all day- 
time operations. At night, they'll 
use buses from the West Porta] to 
the end of the lines. 

The N line will use streetcars dur- 
ing the day and buses for the full 
route at night. 

EFFECTIVE IN JANUARY 

Here are the details, to go into 
effect about Jan. 21: 

Waiting stations are now being 
beilt at the West Portal of Twin 
Peaks Tunnel. These will be cir- 
cular and a canopy for weather 
protection will be added later. Cost 
of the platforms will be about $9000. 

(The M line will continue as at 
present—streetcars during the day 
and a bus at night from the West 
Portal switchback to the end of the 
line.) 





1e switchback for the K and L 
lines will be at St. Prancis Circle. 
After the evening peak hour (the 
exact time hasn't been set yet), 
& new bus line will operate over 
both routes, 

The bus will go on the L route 
from Wawona-st and 46th-av to 
the West Portal, then on the K 
Toute—down West Portal, Junipero 
Serra, Ocean Mission, Onondaga 
and back to Ocean. 

TRANSFER RIGHT 

There will be transfer privileges 
anywhere on West Portal-av be- 
a the tunnel and St. Francis 

ircie, ‘ 

This new plan is a compromise 
reached by the P. U. C. after resi- 
cents of the Sunset protested an 
earlier plan to substitute buses 
beyond the tunnel on nights, Sun- 
days and holidays. 
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NEWS FROM COLORADO 





“San Juan” To End 
“Sometime” After Jan. 1 


H. F. Eno, passenger traific 
manuger of the D&RGW has an- 
nounced that the “San Juan” 
would ‘not be discontinued until 
“sometime after” Jan. 1 

Those of our readers who want 
to learn when exact last run date 
will be, should send us a card 
or énvelope and when the an- 


SP SESSRSSESSLSESS 


Durango C of C 
Agrees To Spend 
$300 in PUC Fight 


The Durango Chamber of Com- 
merce met Wednesday morning 
and agreed to spend yp to $300 
to keep the transportation com- 
mittee active until it is definite- 
ly known what Alamosa and 
New Mexico plan to do about the 
recent PUC ruling, according to 
Al Barnett, chamber of commerce 
manager. 

Last week the public utilities 
commission ruled unanimously 
in favor of allowing the DeRGW 
to discontinue passenger train 
Service between Alamosa and 
Durango. 

Since that time officials in 
Durango, Alamosa and New Mex- 
ico, who opposed the abandon< 
ing of the line, have been debat- 
ing what to do now. 

The Durango chamber of com- 
merce led the fight last January, 
spending in excess of $8,000 in 
the unsuccessful battle. 


nouncement is made, we will let 
them know. 

Chairman Dan Sedillo of the 
New Mexico Corporation Com- 
mission ‘has announced that 
body will resort to the courts if 
necessary to prevent the train’s 
discontinuance. 

The New Mexico Commission- 
ers have made no secret of their 
opinion on abandonment of serv- 
ice and were outspoken in con- 
demnation of the Colorado Com- 
missioners issuing an order earl- 
ier this year siding with the D& 
RGW on the day before a coal 
shortage hearing was to open in 
New Mexico. 

We cannot print the bulk of 
the comments in Colorado on the 
Commissioners. 

Asbestos mimeograph 
is not available, 


paper 
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Geose” Won't Gallop 

ar : 

Again ‘Til Spring 

By the time the fall stock rush 
was over and the RGS_ could 
spare men to run the Geese, it 
was much too cold to operate any 
charter runs, It is not expected 
any runs will be made before 
next Memorial Day at least. Ala- 
mosa still has on hand several 
thousand collectors covers to be; 
cachated and mailed at Ophir if} 
and when the Goose Gallops 
again. 


. THE DURANGO NEWS 
Friday. December 7, 1950 








CHANGE IN LAW ASKED 

From Alfred F. Smith, director 
of the Bureau of Governmental 
Research, the commissioners 
heard a pitch for repeal of the 
ordinance requiring two-man op- 
eration of Muni streetcars. 

And on_ recommendation of 
Col. Marmion Mills, special rail- 
way consultant, they voted to au- 
thorize for tunnel-line use 20 to 
30 new “single-ended” stream- 
lined streetcars suitbale for op- 
eration by one man or two. This 
will save up to $4500 per car now 
and $15,000 it would take to con- 
vert “double-ended” cars such as 
now are in use to one-man opera- 
tion if the law is changed as sug- 
gested by Mr. Smith. 

San Francisco is almost alone 
among cities with two-man opera- 
tion, he said. The initiative ordi- 
nance requiring it was passed when 
there were four tracks on Market- 
st and 21 lines pouring cars onto 
them. 

NEW CONDITIONS CITED 

This situation, and the safety 
consideration of two-man opera- 
tion, no longer exists with only 
two Market-st tracks and eight 
lines using them. 

Return to one-man streetcar op- 
eration might make substitution 
of buses at night unnecessary, Mr. 
Smith said, since the cost of the 
extra man is the chief reason for 
night bus service. 
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If the commission should decide 
to order the streamliners, the “K” 
and “L” lines would be operated en- 
tirely with the new vehicles, except 
during rush hours. 

Mills said the decision to continue 
operating streetcars on Ocean ave- 
nue means the commission will have 
to spend $360,000 to replace tracks 
on. Ocean between Junipero Serra 
boulevard’ and either Brighton or 
Phelan avenue. 


L. A.-San Fernando 
Monorail System 
Plans Revealed 


By United Press 

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 8.—Route 
of a proposed San Fernando Valley- 
Los Angeles monorail system will be 
announced within a few months, 
and the project could be operating 
in 1%, years, a State Assembly 
committee was told today. 

President George D. Roberts of 
the Monorail Engineering and Con- 
struction Corp. told the interim 
committee on traffic contro! the 
system could be built entirely by 
private financing at a cost of less 
than one million dollars a mile. 

Eastern financing firms already 
have shown interest in the project, 
Mr. Roberts said, “and low fares 
would insure high income.” 














"RUSSIAN RIVER" AGROUND The Richmond-San Rafael Ferry "Rus- 
sian River" ws on a mud bank for 
five hours 12/11/50 stranding 150 passengers in the fog. It 
is the ex-SPGG "New Orleans" mentioned in Issue 126, 





LUMBER RAILROAD ENGINE NOTES Pacific Lumber Company has scra 

ped its 26, a two-truck shay, 
and ex-Hammond Lumber Co, 1, 2-truck shay, that TPL had bough 
for parts, No, 36, also 2-truck shay, will be scrapped short! 
Numbers 33 and 38, both Climax geared engines, are also sched. 
uled to be scrapped in the near future, - Stan Borden, 





SANTA FE ENGINE SCRAPPED Santa Fe 9021, 0-6-0, went to Purdy/ 
Company, South San Francisco, for 
scrapping during the Christmas week, - Ed Wrrer. 

Stanley Snook reports seeing Santa Fe 4002 and 4052, both 
2-8-2's, at Fresno, also 3400's, 3500's and 3700's all saved 
from the scrapper by "The Thing". 





PORTLAND 506 FINDS HOME Portland Traction car 506 which was/ 
fixed up for preservation has been 
accepted by the City of Portland and is now on display at the 
top of Council Crest overlooking the City of Portland, It w 
trucked up the hill to a spot even higher than it ever went i 
regular service, -- Clipping with pictures 11/22 OREGONIAN 


SHEVLIN-HIXON LUMBER SOLD The logging railroad, mill and 
timber of the Shevlin-Hixon Lumb-}j 

er Company at Bend, Oregon, has been sold to the Brooks-Scan- 
lon, Inc., which also operated a logging railroad at Bend, 
The new owners have not revealed their plans save that only 
one mill will be operated, -- Floyd Adams, Bert Ward, Richter 

Other Oregon logging rail news includes the item that 
the Stimson Lumber Co. is abandoning their logging railroad 
operating out of its mill at Gaston, Oregon, The mill of 
the Lorane Valley Lumber Co. at Cottage Grove, Oregon, burned 
down in October--they have 24 miles of logging railroad, 

-- Adams, Ward, Richter. 


SOUTIIERN PACIFIC SCRAPPINGS 














9/15 SD&AE 20 4-6-0 Los Angeles a pi a 42620 aeaee 
9/20 2326 yuooen 11/8 1121 0-6-0 Bayshore 
9/22 2408 = 4-6-2 El Pase 11/8 3057 4-4-2 Sacramen 
9/25 2506 = 2-8-0 Portland = 449 span 26 0-6-0 Tuscon 
10/6 2652 Bayshore 11/9 3425 2-8-0 El Paso 
10/10 2905 4-8-0 Portland 11/10 3415 "Ed Paso 
10/14 2401 4-6-2 Los Angeles 14/739 2576 O- Fee 
10/30 1296 0-6-0 Sacramento 14/39 3104 4nGe2 Tuscon 
10/30 1174 " Los Angeles 14739 3109 " Tuscon 
10/31 1702 = 2-6-0 Bayshore 11/30 3501 2-10-2 Sacrament 
10/31 2688 2-8-0 Bayshore #--Ed Wrrer 

10/31 4500 0-8-0 Tuscon 

10/25 2922 4-8-0 Portland 

11/6 2900 "Portland 
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